tive exposures might have been more helpful. The use of colour photographs also, might have been advantageous in spite of the extra expense. However, the author has been eminently successful in his purpose of demonstrating "with accuracy the anatomical structures encountered by the operator from layer to layer" and this book can be recommended for rapid revision of anatomy before undertaking some unfamiliar approach. Surgery There are many fascinating books written about Africa, the country, the people and the life they lead. Charles Bowesman has written of the working life of a surgeon in that great continent. This is the picture given by one who, having been well trained in his craft, is skilled in observation and practical in seeking a solution to his problems. The book gains by this approach for here we have no repetition from standard texts but the knowledge culled from long experience and careful thought.
The significance of malnutrition, malaria, anaemia and the helminthic infestations in modifying pathology, complicating diagnosis or jeopardizing surgical intervention, is well described. These basic conditions represent one of the most difficult aspects of surgical practice in the tropics. The author's approach to abdominal surgery is ,ssentially personal and practical. In consequence it may be difficult to "look up" some particular point-although the index is excellent. The overall picture gains by this approach for the problem is presented as the general duty officer in smaller remote stations sees it.
Particular attention is paid to the practical surgical aspects of typhoid fever and amoebiasis and these sections are of special importance for their counterpart in standard textbooks is scanty and often secondhand.
The author rightly emphasizes the pathology and treatment of ano-rectal and genito-urinary diseases and the problems of ulceration, for these are lesions of major incidence in the tropics. The intending surgeon for a tropical clinic will note that obstetrics, ophthalmology, plastic, thoracic and orthopwdic surgery will all fall to his lot.
The book is to be commended-it opens a new field, is readable and informative, and contains advice soundly based on experience. Above all it is practical and reliable, and to those who stay at home, here is something to read which will take them to a new world where snake bites, ritual operations and native enemata present surgical problems. (53, 696) . Its general purport is epitomized in the article entitled "The Physician and his Environment" in which are outlined the changes which have taken place in the attitude of society towards the sick man. "More and more," he says, "the concept prevails that health and disease are not the private concern of the individual, but that there exists a social obligation toward health."
Throughout the book, which deals with the doctor's work and position in all countries, both East and West, Sigerist's object is to show the gradually changing views of human society in regard to the real significance of illness. From his extensive knowledge of history he is able to give the reader a moving picture, beginning with the primitive notion of disease as a punishment for sin against the gods and the worship by the Greeks of health as the highest good; and ending with the increasing cult of preventive medicine as the ideal and the collective duty of citizens of a modern welfare state. Like most philosophers, his conception of time is relative. The history of medicine is to him but a very short period (5,000 years) and he points out that medicine has only become really efficient in a matter of a century.
Like all this author's writings, these essays are -original, forceful, and stimulating. We congratulate the Editor on his selection from Sigerist's numerous writings, and the publishers on the excellent print and the general format of the volume. This concise, sensible and readable book -fulfils the need for a brief but, in essence, comprehensive book on the hazards and handling of ionizing radiation. Dr. Browning's unique *experience of industrial hazards and her lucid style have combined to make it very valuable. It will be useful not only to medical officers, safety officers and laboratory workers, but to many others who wish to have concise information on this subject.
Non-specialist readers will appreciate the historical sections on the discovery and nature of X-rays and radioactivity, on general effects on -living tissue, on units of radiation, and on maximum permissible dosages. Protective measures and regulations are usefully summarized. The final four chapters constitute the best part of the book; they describe radiation hazards clearly and in a well-balanced way under the headings "Acute and Subacute Effects", "Chronic and Delayed Effects", "Leukwmia", and "Genetics". Both non-specialist and non-medical readers will -find these chapters extremely helpful. The sections on changes induced by radiation in the skin and in the blood picture of radiation workers is particularly good. The admirable brevity is offset by copious references.
A few small ambiguities of physics (e.g. on p. 3) -and some untypical loss of clarity, due to com--pression (e.g. pp. 56 and 58), do not seriously detract from this book. On p. 82 it is not made clear that the similar skin effects mentioned for 2,000 r of P-radiation in fifty days and 500 r of X-rays (presumably in a single short treatment) are due to the different overall periods of exposure, and not to any difference in biological -efficiency of X-and ,-rays. Subjects which have not so far yielded firm evidence are wisely avoided. These include questions of recovery -after exposure, and the possibilities of protection by marrow replacement. The final Daragraphs of the book, however, constitute a brief, wellinformed, and eminently 1960 . The first edition of this handbook on tropical diseases was deservedly popular and the appearance of a second, seven years later, ensures the inclusion of recent valuable work. The arrangement in the second edition follows that of the old, the diseases conveniently in alphabetical order and discussed under systematic headings, so that the book is handy for quick reference. A rigid adherence to this -method leads to some overlapping, and if the authors wish to save space they could probably leave out certain sections, as in "Onchocerciasis" where nodules and skin lesions are described under several headings. This would make room for certain diseases now omitted, such as the equine encephalitids, Kyasanur Forest disease, toxoplasmosis, &c., although many other cosmopolitan diseases are included such as leptospirosis and rat-bite fever. As a rule, there is no discussion of methods of control or of diagnosis as used in clinical pathology, but sometimes these are included as in epidemic dropsy and malaria respectively. Probably in a book of this size it would be preferable to omit these subjects entirely, but a uniform treatment is desirable.
There is Ino doubt that workers in tropical medicine will continue to find this new edition as useful and illuminating as the original. Textbook There are many good features in this students' textbook. The first thirty pages are occupied by a well-illustrated description of' the physical examination of the region. This is well done; inevitably the differences between American and British practice emerge, but do not reduce the value of this section to British readers. The rest of the subject is dealt with regionally and each section is introduced by a good anatomical description of the organ under consideration. The illustrations generally are good and the laryngeal section is particularly well illustrated, use having been made of Holinger's excellent photographs illustrating the normal and abnormal appearances of the vocal cords.
Newer aspects of otolaryngology, such as audiometry, hearing aids and speech disorders, are described in an easily understood manner.
